
Admission Team 

Debra Kerner 
 

Debra L. Kerner is the past president of Speech-Language Pathologists’ Association Near 
Dallas (SPAND).   She has also served as the organization's membership chairman, 
treasurer, and co-vice president. Debra graduated in 1992 from Texas Woman's University 
with her Bachelor of Science in Deaf Education and in 1996, from Texas Woman's 
University with her Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology.   
 
Debra has been a speech-language pathologist for the past 12 years.  She currently works 
in McKinney ISD with young adolescents with a wide range of disabilities including autism.  
She also has private clients that she provides speech-and language services for. Debra is 
also currently co-chairman for the regional association coalition for Texas Speech-
Language-Hearing Association. She has presented at TSHA on stuttering as well as to the 
Dallas chapter of the National Stuttering Association. She has also presented at SPAND on 
adolescent language disorders. 
 
She is married and has one daughter, Abigail.  She enjoys scrapbooking and spending 
time with her family.   

 

Speech and Language 
pathologist / Transition 
specialist 

Denise Knight  

In 1989 Denise earned her Bachelorôs degree in Special Education 
from The University of Texas in Austin. In 2000 Denise completed her 
Masterôs degree in Special Education, with a specialization in 
transition from North Texas State University. Denise has spent the last 
20 years working with individuals with special needs. Her professional 
background includes working in a workshop for adults with special 
needs, teaching special education in the Plano and Richardson school 
districts, and serving as a transition specialist and vocational teacher. 
In 1999 Denise began an in home private tutoring and consulting 
business to help individuals learn how to become more independent 
within their own homes as well as within the community.  

Denise is married and has two active boys, ages five and seven. 
Denise speaks Spanish, and enjoys traveling.  

 

MA Special Education/ 
Transition Specialist 

Angela Lewis Attendant Care for 
Children with Special 
Needs 

Charmaine Solomon 

 
 

Licensed Professional 
Counselor ï non- voting 
member 

Liz McHugh Parent representative 

  


